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Collection Exhibition : Glass < Egaku Commentary on works
Organizer: Toyama Glass Art Museum 2025.6.7 Sat. —11.30 Sun.

1 Drawing / Painting on Glass

1
Head of A Racing Horse 2001
mold-blown, painted

Véclav MACHAC

Born in Kamenice nad Lipou, former Czechoslovakia in 1945, lives and works in Novy
Bor, Czech Republic.

This work depicting a racehorse was made with sculpting, mold-making, and
glass mold-blowing techniques. The skeletal structure, supple musculature,
and facial expression, conveying both the fighting spirit and sorrow that
emerge in the heat of competition, are brought to life through the plasticity
of glass. The coloring evokes the richness of the horse’ s coat and the flush
of blood beneath the skin. We can sense the racehorse’ s dignity, solemnity,
and melancholy.

2

Learning to be a Tornado 2012
flamework, enamel painted

Ginny RUFFNER
Born in Atlanta, Georgia, the USA in 1952 and died in 2025.

This work was made using the flamework technique, in which glass rods are
melted with a tabletop gas burner. After formation of various glass
components, the surfaces were sandblasted and then was painted and colored
with pencil before being assembled. The resulting work is notable for its
unique fusion of sculptural and painterly expression.
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3
Strange Table 1985-1987
painted blown glass, painted sheet glass, metal frame

Vladimir KOPECKY

Born in Svojanov, former Czechoslovakia in 1931, lives and works in Czech Republic.

For Kopecky, glass is a means of painting. While the eye may first be caught
by the bold, chaotic strokes of paint that appear to deface the motif, this very
paint serves to bind the metal and glass, creating a unified whole. At the same
time, the untouched transparency of the remaining glass stands out, resulting
in a work that strikes a balance between stasis and dynamism.

4

In Blue Ring 2003
laminated glass, enamel painted

Bohumil ELIAS

Born in Nasoburky, former Czechoslovakia in 1937 and died in 2005.

EliaS describes himself as a painter. In this work, he creates a tableau within
the interior by layering circular, transparent sheets of glass, each partially
painted. The overlapping painted motifs produce deep, blended hues and
complex forms, evoking the effect of color mixing in a painterly work that
compellingly harnesses the transparency of glass.
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5

Silvery Picasso Meanwhile My Mask Has Dropped, from the portrait head
series “Picasso” 1997

mold-blown and free-formed glass, mirrored, enamel painted

Erwin EISCH

Born in Frauenau, Bavaria, Germany in 1927 and died in 2022.

This striking work, with its gleaming silver paint, is part of Eisch’s Hommage Picasso
series, which explores the artist’ s own interests through the figure of Pablo Picasso.
For Eisch, glass is a medium for painting, and he pursues a free mode of expression
unconstrained by conventional associations with glass, such as transparency or
clarity.

2 Drawing / Painting with Glass

6

Laguna 1999
hand-blown glass canes, polished

OHIRA Yoichi

Born in Tokyo, Japan in 1946 and died in 2022.

This work, with its enchanting interplay of opacity and transparency, is part of a
series inspired by the waters off Venice that Ohira produced while living in Europe.
Lines of transparent and opaque glass run across the surface of the vessel, evoking
the shimmering surface of the Adriatic Sea and the complex interplay of natural
elements like sand, moss, and other organic matter moving together in a unified flow.
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7
BOTTOMLESS CHAOS (Date unknown)
filet de verre

Toots ZYNSKY

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, the USA in 1951, lives and works in Providence Rhode
Island, the USA.

This work was produced using Zynsky’ s distinctive filet-de-verrex technique, using
thread-thin strands of glass. With its expansive form, reminiscent of a blooming
flower, and its bright, rhythmically arranged colors, it resembles a painting in the
form of a vessel. The work reflects Zynsky’ s curiosity and spirit of exploration, as
embodied by her love of music, dance, and travel.

xFilet-de-verre is a technique in which glass is pulled into fine threads, cut, and
arranged on a round mold, then placed in a kiln. The threads fuse into a flat disk,
which is then reheated together with the mold. As the glass softens, its own weight
causes it to take on a vessel form. The shape is then refined through repeated
pressing, pulling, and twisting by hand, bringing it closer to the envisioned form.
Zynsky says that she deepened her study of color while exploring this technique.

8

The road of wind 1996
blown, acid etched

FUJITA Jun

Born in Tokyo, Japan in 1951, lives and works in Chiba, Japan.

This work is part of the series The road of wind, which Fujita has been pursuing since
1993. The three forms, reminiscent of plants or flowers, appear to sway gently as if
stirred by a breeze. Considered one of Fujita’ s signature works, it captures a fleeting
moment of transition, preserved in glass through the material’ s sense of buoyancy
and soft hues.
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9
Wind 1988
blown

ISHII Koji

Born in Chiba, Japan in 1946 and died in 1996.

Ishii makes numerous sketches throughout the production process. He senses the
colors, shapes, temperature, and atmosphere of his subject, allowing the image to
expand in his mind before beginning the blowing process using colored glass and gold
leaf. The scene of trees, rendered through Ishii’ s keen observation and deep
sensitivity, is filled with a warm, dreamlike light.

10
A call 2010
pate de verre

WATANABE Chiemi

Born in Toyama, Japan in 1989, lives and works in Yamaguchi, Japan.

According to the artist, this work expresses the wishes of lovely wildflowers that live
quietly, unnoticed, in an ever-expanding world. The plants, delicately depicted in the
soft hues unique to pdte de verre, are imbued with a mystical air. Their semi-relief
rendering also reflects a sense of continuity with Watanabe’ s current exploration of
the space between two-dimensional and three-dimensional form.
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11

Vase with Thistle Design (c.1937)
pate de verre

KOSHIBA Sotoichi

Born in Toyama, Japan in 1901 and died in 1973.

This work was produced using the péte de verre technique, in which powdered glass
is mixed with a binder and placed into a mold before being fired. The gentle
coloration of the glass and its intricate modeling lovingly capture the dignified yet
delicate appearance of thistles. Tiny bubbles throughout the glass give it a light, airy
texture reminiscent of sugar confectionery.

12

The ebb and flow of the light 2023
kiln cast, mirrored, polished, sandblasted

SAKUTA Michiko

Born in Kanagawa, Japan in 1982, works in Tokyo, Japan.

This work evokes the undulating motion of waves as they surge and recede. Light
passes through mirror-polished glass, formed by firing in a mold, while shadows
emerge from frosted glass produced by sandblasting. These elements coexist within
the glass, creating a striking piece with a mysterious sense of both depth and
buoyancy.
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13
UNTITLED #R1384 2007
kiln cast, lost wax casting, optical glass, ground and polished

Colin REID

Born in Poynton, Cheshire, the UK in 1953, lives and works in Stroud, Gloucestershire,
the UK.

When one peers into this work, parts of violins and cellos seem to rise to the surface,
as if their limpid tones were audible. This impression is achieved through mold marks
and color on the underside of the glass, combined with the effects of light
transmission, refraction, and reflection in the highly transparent material. The work’
s appearance shifts depending on the viewer’ s distance and angle, revealing a fresh

scene with each encounter.

3. Painting on Glass through Carving

14

The world in the snow 2007
sandblasted,scratched

GOTO Yohei
Born in Akita, Japan in 2007, lives and works in Chiba, Japan.

This work is inspired by Goto’ s memories of his snowy hometown. Patterns are
carved into sheet glass using sandblasting* and rotary tools, and when illuminated,
landscapes appear, formed by the interplay of engraved lines and shadows cast onto
photographic paper behind the glass. The sequential nature of the series evokes the
passage of time and a hidden narrative.

*Sandblasting is a technique used to frost the surface of glass, or add sculptural
effects such as relief, by blasting with sand at high speed using compressed air.
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15
Vase with Hosoge Design (date unknown)
engraved glass

KAGAMI Kozo

Born in Gifu, Japan in 1896 and died in 1985.

A large flower seems to burst from the surface of the vessel, while carved leaves and
stems appear to dance with a light, flowing rhythm. At the same time, the flower
petals and leaf veins are rendered with delicate precision, and parts of the glass have
been polished to a glossy finish. The resulting work brings together a rich variety of
techniques in a single work.

16
Vase with Figure Design (date unknown)
engraved glass

KAGAMI Kozo

Born in Gifu, Japan in 1896 and died in 1985.

This work employs a method in which colored glass is overlaid on a transparent base, and
the outer layer is carved using the gravure technique. Within the deep blue space, a
human figure makes a powerful impression. Carved with exquisite control of depth and
angle, the figure softly emerges in a semi-relief, evoking a sense of serenity.
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17,18
Cannon “Moon-Struck” 1991
blown, engraved, luster painted

Erwin EISCH

Born in Frauenau, Bavaria, Germany 1927 and died in 2022.

These works are from Eisch’ s Cannon series. The dreamlike gradients in the
background, the gleaming gold of the central motifs, and the delicate lines engraved
into the surfaces come together in harmony, revealing the artist’ s distinctive world
which balances eeriness with humor.

19
LEO VIRIDIS 2021

engraved

Jaroslav SARA

Born in Varnsdorf, former Czechoslovakia in 1981.

The scene depicted here is an allegory of the alchemical process in which gold (the
sun) is dissolved by acid (the lion) to create the philosopher’ s stone. The lion
devouring the sun symbolizes endings, comedy, resurrection, and hope. The motif
emerges in three dimensions through the layering of five carved glass panels, while
the background generates depth that draws the viewer inward.
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20, 21
Lao’c, Antonin Dvordk 2004
engraved

Jiti HARCUBA

Born in Harrachov, former Czechoslovakia in 1928 and died in 2013.

Harcuba produced numerous works in his portrait series, carving the profiles of
people he admired onto glass plates. His subjects ranged from friends and fellow
artists to well-known historical figures. The lines are bold, minimal, and economical,
with ample negative space that seems to leave room for the viewer’ s imagination to
expand upon the presence of each figure.

22

Tree (spring) 2015
cut, blown glass

NAKAMURA Toshiyasu

Born in Fukuoka, Japan in 1975, lives and works in there.

This work utilizes a cutting technique in which the upper layer of stacked glass is
carved away to reveal the layer beneath. Drawing on his training in wood carving,
Nakamura incises broad lines into the vessel’ s surface as if using a chisel. In contrast,
the floral pattern at the bottom is etched in crisp, linear strokes, and various
approaches to cut glass are encapsulated in a single work.



